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REQUEST FOR PATENT FEE REFUND 



1 Date of Request; ^ t^Z^/D^\ 2 Serial/Patent # /^/^gjg.V^ ^ 



3 Please refund the following fee(s) 



'a 



A PAPER 
NUMBER 



6 AMOUNT 



Filing ir££ Change 



Amendment 



Extension of Time 



Notice of Appeal/Appeal 



Petition 



-a 



Issue 



Cert of Correction/Terminal Disc. { 



Maintenance 



Assignment 



Other 



7 TOTAL AMOUNT 
OF REFUND 



$ /QQ-(T) 



8 TO BE REFUNDED BY: 



10 REASON: 




£L£L 



Treasury Check 



Overpayment 



Credit Deposit A/C #: 



Duplicate Payment 



No Fee Due (Explanation) 



11 REFUND REQUESTED B 



TYPED/ PRI 



SIGNA' 
OFFICE 




\ 



TIT 



PHONE: 




Z&l 



I ******* ************** **************************************************** 

THIS SPACE RESERVED FOR FINANCE USE ONLY: 



APPROVED: 



DATE: 



Instructions for completion of this form appear on the bach After completion, attach 
white and yellow copies to the official file and mail or hand-cany to: 



FORM PIO 1577 
(W/90) 



Office of Finance 
Refund Branch 
Crystal Park One, Room 802B 




IN THE UNITED STATES 

^application of r \ 

ShojiYUYAMAetal. 
Serial No. 10/523,823 
Filed February 4, 2005 

Filed August 5, 2002] 



PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



MailStop: ACCOUNTINGDIVISION 
REFUND BRANCH 



Attorney 



Docket No. 2005.0171A 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Sir: 



, M ,v reauest a refund of $100 charged to Deposit Acconn, No. 23-0975 
Applicants respectfully request a r ^ for pcT 

~ n 1005 The corresponding fee code indicates ma 
onFebmary 17,2005. Th P e „ this cha rge is tnconect. 

dependent Cairns m excess o due. ^ ^ ^ 

Preliminary Amendment. The proper fees were ,«tadt ^ ^ ^ 

tatheamonntofSWOOalthedmeofftlingonFebruary^iOOJ. N 

a<lded ' , that the PCT filing fee was reduced to $900 due to PCT National Stage 

Please note that the i nn"S . . _ t regarding this 

iss »e, we feel that it is appropnate to address, so that « fo ^ ^ 

of pages 5054- 5055 from Federal Regtster ^ ^„ 

Entering the National Stage mUmted States. The 6» ^ ^ w00(KOT/ <,ra 



urn 



dersigned.no. 23-0975. 



Respectfully submitted, 
ShojiYUYAMAetal. 



By 




Michael S. Huppert 
Registration No. 40,268 
Attorney for Applicants 
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DEPARTMENT OF COIIMERCE 
patent and Trademark Office 

37 Cf=R Parti 
CDo ctotNo:200M»-0521 

RIN0651-AB84 

Revision of Search and Examination 
Fees for Patent Cooperation Treaty 
Applications Entering the National 
Stage In the United States 

AGENCY: United States Patent and 
Trademark Office, Commerce. 
ACTION; Interim rale 



SUUUARY: Among other changes to 
patent and trademark fees, the 
Consolidated Appropriations Act^OOS 
(Consolidated Appropriations Act), 
splits the national teetoPatent 
Cooperation Treaty (PCT) applications 
entering the national stage into a 
separate national lee, search fee and 
examination fee, during fiscal years 
2005 and 2006, The Office is in this 
notice reducing the search feeand 
examination fee for certain PCT 
applications entering the national stage. 
The Office has implemented the 
dhanges to the patent fees provided hi 
the Consolidated Appropriations Act in 
a separate final rule. 
DATES: Effective Date: Fehruary 1, 2005. 

Applicability Date: The changes in 
this Interim rule apply to all 
international applications entering the 
national stage under 35 U.S.C 371 for 
which the basic national fee specified in 
35 U.S.C. 41 is paid on or after 
December 8, 2004. 

Comment Deadline Date: To be 
ensured of consideration, written 
comments must be received on or before 
April 4. 2005. No public hearing will be 
held. 



Portal. See the Federal eRulemahng 
Portal Web site [http J/ 
\wM>gulations.gQvl for additional 
Ir^uXns on providing consents via 
the Federal eRulemaklng ™L 

The comments will be available for 
public inspection at the Office of the 
f^mmisaioner for Patents, located to 
Edison East. Tenth Floor, ^0 Qulany 
Street, Alexandria. Virginia, and will be 

(address: htt/K//www.a8pto.gpiA. 
Because comment* will be made 
available tor public inspection, 
information that is not desired to be 
. made public such as an address or 
phone number, should not be Included 
in the comments. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Robert W. Bahr. Senior Petent Attorney. 
Office of the Deputy Commissioner for 
Patent Examination Policy, by telephone 
at (571) 272-8800. by mail addressed to. 
Mall Stop Commento— Patents. 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 
M50. Alexandre. VA 22313-1450 or by 
facsimile to (5711 273-7735, marked to 
the attention of Robert W. Bahr. 
SUPPLEMENTARY WFORMATtOM: The 
Consolidated Appropriations Act • „ ,. 
(section 801 of Division B) provl«tes that 
35 U-S.C 41(e). (b). and (d) shell be 
administered in a manner that revises 
patent application fees (35 U.S I.C. 41(a)) 
and patent maintenance fee, , (35 U AC 



addresses; Comments should be sent 
by electronic mail message over the 
Internet addressed to 
AB84.Comments@uspto.zov. Comments 

may also be submitted by mall 
addressed to: Mail Stop Comments— 
PatenU. Commissioner for Patents. P.O. 
6ox 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450, 
or by facsimile to (571) 273-7735, 
marked to the attention of Robert W. 
Bahr. Although comments may be 
submitted by mail or facsimile, the 
Office prefers to receive comments via 
the Internet. If comments are submitted 
by mail, the Office prefers that the 
comments be submitted on a DOS 
formatted 3 Vb Inch disk accompanied by 
& paper copy- 

Comments may also be sent by 
electronic mail message over the 
Internet via the Federal eRulemaking 



and patent mauuenanuw v— ~;r„ 
41(b)), and provides for aseparate filing 
or iiational foe (35 U.S.C 41(a)). search 
fee (35 U.S.C 41(d)(1)), and 
Elimination foe (35 U.S.C 41(a)(3)) 
during fiscal years 2005 and 2008. See 
Public Law lQfr-447, 118 Stat 2809 
(2004). The Consolidated 
ApproprUtions Act provides a fee of 
$500.00 for the search of the national 
stage of each international application 
(Section 803(c)(1) of Division B) and a 
fee of $200.00 for the examination of the 
national stage of each InterMtlonal 
application (35 U.S.C. 41(a)(3)(D)) 
during fiscal years 2005 and 2006. 

35U-S.C. 376 provides that: "(t]he 
Director may also refund any part of the 
search fee, the natipna\ jfee.jfe! v . r , , 
preliminary examination fee and any 
additional fees, where he determines 
such refund to be warranted/' See 35 
US.C 376(b). Under the authority 
provided in 35 U.S.C 376; (l) The 
Office will refund the entire search fee 
less $100.00 ($50.00 for small entities) 
if the search fee as set forth in 
§§ 1.445(a)(2) and (a)(3) has been paid 
on the International application to the 
United States Patent and Trademark 
Office as an International Searching 
Authority for all of the claims presented 
in the application entering the national 



stage; and (2) the Office wiU rehmd 
$100.00 ($50.00 for email entities) if an 
international search report on the 
international application has ten 
prepared and is provided to the ^Office 
no later than the time at which the 
search fee is paid In under the 

authority provided In 376. the . . 
^ce'wiU'wfund the entire 
examination fee lesa $100.00 ($50.00 for 
smaUentiUes)ifanmternational 
preliminary examination report on the 
taternational appUcation prepared by 
the United States mteniational 
Preliminary Examining Authority states 
that the criteria of novelty, inventive 
step (non-obviousness), and uriusfr ial 
applicability, as defined to PCT Article 
33[1) to (4) have been satisfied for all of 
the claims presented in the application 
entering the national stage. 
Discussion of Specific Rules 

Title 37 of the Code of Federal 
Regulations, P«rt 1, is amended as 

fa Son 1.492: Section 1.492(b) sets 
forth the search fees for an international 
application entering the national 
uSier 35 U.S.C. 371. Section 1.492(b) is 
amended to provide that (1) The search 
.fee for an inteTnational-application 
entering the national stage under 35 
U S.C 371 is $100.00 ($50.00 for a small 
entity) If the BParch fee as set forth in 
§§1.445(a)U) rid(a)(3)has been 
on the international application to the 
United States ratent and Trademark 
Office as an In lemational Searching 
Authority for oil of the claims presented 
in the application entering the national 
stage; (2) the search fee far an 
international appUcation entering the 
national stage iader35U£ ; C.371is 
$400.00 ($200. ?0 for a small eatityj it an 
intexnatlonRl anarch report on the 
international aoplication has been 
prepared and i- provided to the Office 
no later than Urn time at which the 
search fee is patf; and (3) the search fee 
for an international appUcation entering 
the national stnoe under 35 U.S.C 371 
is $500.00 ($25r\Q0 for a small entity) in 
all other situations. 

SectfoR JL,49; ^ •^eMftt^d ?? . ; . . 
'exaiinatinn l«" for an InternaUonal 
application muring the national stage 
2nder35U.S.L 371, Section 1.492(c) is 
amended to pr> vide that (l) The 
examination To for an international 
application onl nng the national stage 
under 35 U.S.'.. 371 is $100.00 ($50 00 
fora small en* « ), if an international 
preUrninaryn' ilnation report on the 
intarnationnl ^Ucation prepared by 
the United S« Tnternational 
Preliminary Ev ining Authority states 
that the crit«ri i ' novelty, inventive 
step (omvobvi- .sness), and industrial 
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applicability, as defined in PCT Article 
33U) to (4), have been satisfied for all 
of the claims presented in the 
application entering the national stage, 
aid (2) the examination fee for an 
international aPP^ on r e ^3^t 
national stage under 35 U.S.C 371 to 
$200.00 ($100.00 for a small entity) in 
ail other attuations. m ■ 

Section 1.496: Section 1.496 is 
amended to revise its references to 
§ 1.492 to reflect the changes in § 1.492. 
Rule Making CottaioVauons 

Administrative Procedure Act- 
Pursuant to its authority under 35 
U 376(b). the Office hafl reduced the 
patent fees set forth ta|lj492tol« 
than the amount specified in 35 U.S.C. 
41. Existing rights and obligations are 
not other^dbanged. The Office has 
oood cause to implement this fee 
reduction without prior notice and 

immediately implement the reducett 
search and examination fees because 
delay in the adoption of these fee 
reductions would cause harm to those 
applicants who currently meet the 
conditions fox entitlement to a fee 
reduction. Without immediate 
implementation, applicants who are 
currently filing search and examination 
feea in order to avoid abandonment of 
their applications will be unnecessarily 
oaying figUer search and examination 
feea -The Office believes the public 
wants these new reduced fees to become 
effective as soon as possible as the 
public should benefit from the 
efficiencies and savings resulting 
therefrom. In addition, the Office 
believes that prior notice and comment 
is unnecessary because it does nol 
expect the public to object to the 
reduction of search and examination 
. .. fees. Moreover, the Officedoes not - 
believe the public needs time to 
conform its conduct so as to avoid 
violation of these regulations. In order 
to give the public the immediate benefit 
of the Office's decision to reduce 
specified search and examination fees, 
the Office finds, pursuant to the 
authority provided at 5 U.S.C. »a(M(B). 
good cause to adopt this change without 
prior notice and an opportunity for 
public comment, as such procedures are 
contrary to the public interest. See Nat 
Customs Brokers Br Forwarders Msn v. 
U.S.. 59 F.3d 1219. 1223-24 [Fed Or. 

Nothing in this or any other law 
requires delayed Implementation of the 
fee reduction* 33 U.S.C. 41(g) provides 
thai: "(nlo fee established by the 
Director under 135 U.S.C 4ll shall toko 
effect until at least 30 days after notice 
of the fee has been published In the 



Federal Register and in the Official 
Laette of the Patent en£ftadeina* 
Office." Since the reduced search foes 
and examination fees m 
§§ 1.492(b) and (c) ate estebUahed by the 
OfficeonthebaslsoftheOffice's 

and (c). t_« 
Accordingly, the changes in ttas 

interim^le may be adopted without 
prior notice and opportunity for pubUc 
Comment under S U.S.C. 553(b) and (c). 
or thirty-day advance publication under 
5 U.S.C 653(d) or 35 U.S.C. 41(g). 

Regulatory Flexibility Act: As mat 
notice and an opportune for puttfc 
comment are not required pursuant to 5 
U S.C 553 (or any otnerlawfc*aiaier.e 

. . n ..jLiiia.. nMn 1ueio nnr A 




are 

required. See 5 U.S.C 603. 

Executive Order 13132: This rule 
making does not contain policies with 
federalism Implications sufficient to 
warrant preparation of a Federalism 
Assessment under Executive Order 
13132 (Aug. 4, 1999). 

Executive Order 12*6*6: This rule 
making has been determined to be not 
significant for purposes of Executive 
Order 12866 (Sept 30. W 93 )- . 

Paperwork Reduction Act: This 
interim rule involves information 



Attention: Desk Officer for the United 

of latTpersonls required Ito respond 
to nor shall a person be subject to a 
penalty for failure to comply wUh a 
collection of infbnnation subject to the 

uXmation displays a currently vaUd 

OMB control number. 

List of Subjects in 37 CFRPart i 

Administrative practice and 
procedure, Courts. Freedom of 
^formation. Inventions and patents, 
Reporting and recordkeeping 
requirements, Small businesses. 
a^ortban«soiu set forth in the 
preamble, 37 CFR parti la amended as 
follows: 

PART 1— RULE§ Pf. PRACTICE IN 

■ l. The authority citation fox 37 CFR 
part 1 continues to read as follows: 

Authority: 35 U.S.C 2(bJ(2), 
si 2 Section 1.492 is amended by 
VSSl^rv^ ft) and (c) to read as 
follows: 

11492 



(b) Search fee for an International 
application entering the national stage 
under 35 U.S.C 371 if the basic national 
fee was not paid before December 8, 

2 °m'lfthe search fee as set forth in 
to review bythe Office of ^nag«nant J*"*™ «P£^^ office 88 

. - « fi.f^«,iinn By a small entity (§1.27(a]) m zl„Zi 

By other than * small entity ^ M ;°_ 0 . 

BTK anTntemfltfnal search report on 
the International application has ibeen 
prepared and is provided to the Office 
no later than the time at which the 
search fee is paid: 

By a small entity (§ 1.27(e)) "00.00 

By other than a small entity $400.00 



an. - u - 

Reduction nci u» v" w — — 

ef sea). The collection of information 
involved in this interim rule has been 
reviewed and previously approved by 
OMB under the following control 
number. 0651-0021. The Office is not 
resubmitting an information collection 
package to OMB for its review and 
approval because the changes in this 
interim rule do not affect the 
information collection requirements 
associated with the information 
collection under this OMB control 
number. , 

Interested persons are requested to 
send comments regarding this 
information collection, including 
suggestions for reducing this burden, to 
Robert I Spar, Director, Office of Patent 
Legal Ao^ninistration, United States 
Patent and Trademark Office, P.O. Box 
1450. Alexandria. VA 22313-1450, or to 
the Office of Information and Regulatory 
Affairs of OMB. New Executive pffice 
Building. 725 17th Street NW., Room 
10235, Washington, DC 20503. 



(3) In all situations not provided for 
in paragraphs (b)(1) or (b)(2) of this 
section: 

By a small entity IS 1.27(a)) "50.00 
By oAarthan a small entity $500.00 

(c) The examination fee for an 
international application entering the 
national stage under 35 US.C. 371 if the 
basic national fee was not paid before 
December 8. 2004: , orv 

(1) If an international preliminary 
examination report on the international 
application prepared by the United 
States uiternstionall^liminary 
Examining Authority states that the 
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obvlousness). and industrial 

uTctaims prerented inthe application 
entering the national stage: 

B ye.niaU.c«lty(Sl^(a)) ■ f M 

By other than a »maU entity 5»» uu 

(2) In ell situations not provided for 
in paragraph (cMU of this section: 

By oth«r than « amaU sauu.uw 

* • * * * 
mi s«ctioat.49&isamandedby . 

*vl^WaP^W towada8foUOWS: 
St.496 Ex-nJnrtono^ntomatonal 
application* In the national etege. 

* fp) A national stage appticatiou filed 
under 35 U.S.C. 371 may haw paid 
herein the examination foe as set forth 
,„ t1 492(clfll if it contains, or is 

ioto the national stage, only claims 
which have been indicated in an 
rntemational P^^XTs^s 
p\fi P rfdemS^7 

33(1) through W as ^ novelty. 

inventive step and Industrial 
aDplicabiUty: Such national stage 

.... to the extent necessary to eliminate 
objection, as to form or to cancel 
™fected claims. Such national stage 
actional which theexamlnation 
E ret forth in §1.492(c)(l) haabeen 
paid will he taken up out of order. 
Dated: January 24. 1003 



Jt^wunt First-Clasa Mail. Standard 
EnPe^aTcalsratemaUpiec«for 

at*. RFNs add Impact, value, and 
ultimately a greater return on 
tavestment for direct maiters by calling 
attention to a product or sanrtee. This 
Seed value to direct *^J» 
provide an opportunity to**™* 
Service to drive the growth of direct 
mall. 



. $0,005 (VbcenU per Pie" fai jU>Ns 
attached to discount First-Cla^ Mail 

letter- or flat-aiaa pieces. 

. $0,015 (1% cents) per piece for 
RPNs attached to Standard Mail or 
Periodicals lennr- or flal^Ue pieces. 

Again. not 9 that current rate eighty 
A for discount Rist-Cless MaU 
andStandard Mall letteMbe mallpieces 
are staying the same. 



ftviwrty and Director of the United States 
Patent and Trad/mark Office- 
[FR Doc. 05-1850 Piled 1-31-05; 8:«S ami 



POSTAL SERVICE 
39 CFR Part 111 

ReposKlenablo Notes on Letter and 
Flat Stead MaHpleces 

AGENCY: Postal Service. 
a cton: Interim rule. . .. — 

summary: The Postal Service is 
Implementing an experimental 
classification. Reposltionabla Notes 
mPNs). as a one-year provisional service 
allowing mailer, to attach a reusable 
self-adhesive message note to the 
outside envelope or paper cover of 



naves- Effective Date: This Interim rule 
XtfvTou Aprils. 2005. and expire, 
on April 3. 2008. 

Donald Lagasse. 202-268-7269. 
0ona/d.T.Iflgosse«u«ps.gov. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On 

claimed at automation rate, at no 
additional duuge. This provisional 
Sdoa applies a fee to use of 
iPN ^dexpands me current standards 
to anowTOls on sll tetter-stee andfiat- 
^Spieces malted al^Urt^: 
Class MaU. Standard Mall or 
Periodicals rates. . 

To be eligible. RPNs attached to 
discount Flret-CUM MaU. Standard 
MaU. or Periodicals »teplecea must 
meet the standards for RPNs In this 
interim rule. RPNs must 

• \ Vfoasure 3 inches bv 3 Inches, plus 
oi minus V. inch for elf* dimension. 

. Not contain phosphorescent or red 

fluorescent colorants. 

• Not be manually anlxBn. 
. Seadheredwitna * 

. inch or minus V,« inch) adhesive strip 
" across the top portion on the reverse 

side of the note. 
. Notbeplacedinamanner that 

interferes wVh the deUvety address, rate 
^dtapOpedfic address or 

ZIP Code. References to general 
tendmarkBarepennlsslble. 

^addition to tb^hyalcal^darfs 
stated above, the written andrgWphle 
^^R^-SSdwhen 

mailed at Standard Mail and Nonprofit 
S ra^tor^ B forest 
piece, the rates for RPNs are as follows: 



BOB an"— •- 

are staying the same. 

This provisional service wu be 
imp^nented on April 3. 2005 and 
expire on April 3.2006.^ Postal 

Service wUl give notice before r . 
-expu«tti»-abWw1iethef-tite service 

wSl be allowed to expire.^ 
permanent, or extended to some way. 

Accordingly, the Postal Service 
he^adoSa the following regulation, 
o^nterimbasls. Although exempt 
from the notice end cotmnent 
Kquirements of the Admuwtratiye 
Soedure Act (3 U.S.C 410 Ml &e 
pStel Service Invites comments on ttie 
foUowing revisions to me Domestic Mail 

the Code of Federal Regulations. See 38 
CFR Part 111. 

Uat of Subjects to 38 CFR Part 111 

Administrative Practice and 
Procedure, Postal Sendee. 



PART 111— l**EMDED] 

■ 1.Theauthorttydtetionfor39CFR 
part 1U continues to read as follows. 

3403-3406. 3621. 3626. 8001. 

sisaaaasassf 

forth below: 
C Characteristics 
* * • • * 
CBOO Automaton-Compatible Mail 

C810 Utters and Cards 

7.0 REPOSITION ABLE NOTES 

(Remove C810,7 andaUwbsoc^u. 
This will be moved to the G9G0 section 
In order to change this service to en 
experiment.] 

G General Information 

GO00 The USPS and MaUinfi 
Standards 

GO40 Information Resources 



